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Business for Africa, 
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Bold Leadership and 
Collective Commitment: 
Advancing Intra-African 
Investments

Africa 2018 is a unique business-
to-business and government-
to-business platform, bringing 
together policy makers, financiers, 
leading industrialists and young 
entrepreneurs. 

This year’s Forum will focus 
on developing intra-African 
investments and the aspiration 
to create the world’s largest 
trading bloc of 1.2bn people. 
The programme will feature 
thought provoking keynotes, 
interactive panel discussions, 
expert presentations and 
Business to Business engagement 
opportunities. 

Dedicated roundtable sessions will 
also bring together leading business 
and public sector decision-makers 
to debate the critical issues raised 
by finance and investment. 

OVERVIEW

The Forum is centred  
around three pillars:

 Reinforcing regional economic hubs
 Domestic resource mobilisation 
 Cross border collaboration

“Why should we not 
live in an Africa where 
most of the roads 
are paved? Where 
everybody can access 
electricity and clean 
water? Where four in 
five women have access 
to education? Where 
we all have equal 
chances... and where 
it is easy to establish 
a company... and to do 
business?” 
 
Heba Salama,  
Head, COMESA Regional  
Investment Agency 

“Putting Africa on 
the global map and 
paving the way for 
a prosperous future 
can be achieved by 
working harder to 
attract investment 
and collaborating 
more closely”. 
 
President Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, 
Egypt

“To succeed, as 
Africans we need 
to tap into our huge 
domestic resources.”
 
Dr Sahar Nasr,  
Minister of Investment  
and International  
Cooperation 



Who will attend?

2000+
Participants

100+ 
Government business delegations and 

Investment Promotion Agencies

90+
countries in attendance

Why attend? 

 Meet DFIs and international 
financiers to fund your 
commercial projects and 
ventures

 Keep abreast of the latest 
trends and developments in 
Africa

 Learn from industry thought 
leaders in key strategic 
sectors

 Experience a unique 
platform to pursue new 
business opportunities 
across Africa alongside  
IPAs present

Financial
Services  

Manufacturing  

Construction

Transport &
Logistics  

Technology  

FMCG  

Energy

Cross Industry Representation

 Africa 2017 Speakers Included
H.E Abdel Fattah Al Sisi - President of the Arab Republic of Egypt

H.E Alpha Condé, President of the Republic of Guinea

H.E Paul Kagame, President of the Republic of Rwanda

H.E Alassane Ouattara, President of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire

H.E Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, President of the Federal Republic of Somalia

Dr. Daniel Matjila, CEO, Public Investment Corporation, South Africa
Dr. Sidi Ould Tah, Director General, Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa
Mohamed El Kettani, Chairman and CEO, Attijariwafa Bank, Morocco
Dr. Benedict Oramah,  President and Chairman, Afreximbank
Tony Elumelu, Chairman, Heirs Holdings and Founder, the Tony Elumelu Foundation, Nigeria
Hisham Ezz Al-Arab, Chairman and Managing Director, Commercial International Bank, Egypt
Ibukun Awosika,  Chairman, First Bank Nigeria, Nigeria
Nonkululeko Nyembezi, Chairperson,  Johannesburg Stock Exchange, South Africa
Kabirou Mbodje, Founder, Chairman and CEO, Wari, Senegal/France
H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson, African Union

K.C. Li Kwong Wing, Chairman, SBM Holdings Ltd., Mauritius
Gagan Gupta, CEO, Gabon Special Economic Zone and President and Country Head, Olam Gabon, Gabon
Juergen Heeg, Vice President, Denham Capital, USA
Basil ElBaz, Chairman and CEO, Carbon Holdings, Egypt
Alain Ebobissé, CEO, Africa50 Infrastructure Fund
Acha Leke, Senior Partner, McKinsey, South Africa
Slim Othmani, Chairman, Rouiba, Algeria
Isabel dos Santos, Chairperson, Unitel, Angola
Ben White, Founder and CEO, VC4Africa, Netherlands
Sharif El-Badawi, Partner, 500 Startups, and Chairman, TechWadi, USA
Isaac K. Fokuo, Principal, Botho Emerging Markets Group & Founder, SACE Foundation, Ghana



 TED style talks and workshops

 Hear from leading serial 
entrepreneurs in Africa

 Tailor-made workstreams:
◗ ACCESS TO FINANCE
◗ SCALING UP
◗ IMPACT INVESTMENT
◗ CENTRED LEADERSHIP

 The startup elevator pitch

Sectoral workshops in:

 Energy

 Finance

 Trade

 Logistics

 Tourism

 Creative industries

Government Hosted 
Roundtables

 CEO roundtable: Shaping Africa’s 
private sector agenda in 2019

 Government roundtable: 4 years 
of achievement and the continental 
opportunity - Energy, Trade & 
Logistics, Domestic Resource 
Mobilisation

Young Entrepreneurs Day 
Connecting Tomorrow’s 
Champions

The Young Entrepreneurs Day 
aims to harness the demographic 
dividend by offering a unique 
platform to invest in youth and the 
young champions of tomorrow.
Building on the success of 2017, 
the Young Entrepreneurs Day 
will once again feature the rising 
stars of the continent, welcome 
the leading private investment 
firms and invite a roster of thought 
leaders currently changing the 
entrepreneurship ecosystem 
in Africa and the world. $366m 
funding was raised by African 
startups in 2016, proving that 
home-grown solutions are 
attracting investment from leading 
venture capital firms and other 
investors.

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

MAIN FORUM 



Connect female entrepreneurs 
with mentors as well as 
investors

Awards ceremony: 
Recognition and awards for 
outstanding female change-
makers in business, government 
and civil society

What to expect

Celebration of African 
Women dinner: Honouring the 
creative industry bringing to the 
fore women’s talent

A platform for women to 
exchange knowledge, 
experiences and success 
stories

Hear from the leading female 
entrepreneurs and business 
leaders in Africa 

“We found that including women is not going to happen just by removing 
barriers. It has to be a deliberate process”.
Clare Akamanzi, CEO, Rwanda Development Board

“Self-interest is a driver of development and thus it works to include
them in the economy – this will be a driver of inclusion. But it has to
be systematic. It is part of a cultural revolution”. 
Pierre Heilbronn Vice-President, Policy and Partnerships, EBRD

”If we are looking to increase the productivity of our countries, it should
not be a choice about whether to invest in girls and use their talent to 
build communities, businesses and countries. It should be deliberate”. 
Ibikun Awosika, Chairman, First Bank of Nigeria

Women Empowering Africa
Mobilising Women Leaders 

By mobilising established and 
emerging women leaders from 
across the continent, Women 
Empowering Africa provides 
a platform for women to own 
and lead the African agenda and 
devise ways for them to play a 
more prominent role in charting 
their success, and consequently 
that of the continent as a whole. 
To achieve its vision of growth 

and prosperity, Africa needs 
to make full use of the skills 
and talents of its women 
to transform its economies 
and societies. Women are 
more economically active in 
Africa than anywhere else in 
the world. And yet they face 
an array of obstacles, from 
restrictive access to capital, 
markets, business skills, 
training, technology and highly 
segmented labour markets. 
Women Empowering Africa 

will be dedicated to issues 
relating to leveraging women’s 
economic potential across 
a number of sectors, and 
challenging the structural 
barriers to gender equality, from 
the classroom to the boardroom. 

It is also a platform for 
young and talented women to 
showcase their achievements 
and meet some of the leading 
personalities from business 
and government to help them 
further develop their careers. 



For more information contact:
info@businessforafricaforum.com
www.businessforafricaforum.com

INVESTMENT OUTLOOK 
FOR AFRICA 

 Real output growth in Africa  
is estimated to have increased 
3.6 percent in 2017, up from 2.2 
percent in 2016, and to  
accelerate to 4.1 percent in 2018 
and 2019.

 According to the AfDB African 
Economic Outlook for 2018, the 
global economy would benefit 
enormously from Africa’s 
industrialization and the building 
of productive infrastructure in the 
continent.
 

 FDI into Africa accounted for 12% 
of global FDI in 2016, with project 
numbers accounting for 5%.

 The regression has stopped 
and, for the first time since 2016, 
per capita GDP growth has been 
positive.

 China became the largest 
investor in Africa by capital 
expenditure for the first time since 
FDI markets began in 2003, while the 
US remain the most prolific investor 
by number of projects.  

Organisers


